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Thank you Mr. Mayor for the opportunity to report to the Council the latest 
developments on various matters relating to the Rochdale Township.

Highways/Street Lighting

Resurfacing to part of the Edinburgh Way/A627(M) junction commences w/c 
29/01/18 – this completes the 2017/18 resurfacing works within the Rochdale 
Township.

Affected Ward members have been kept updated on the Ashworth Rd closure.  An 
options report has been completed and design has commenced on a preferred 
option; additional funding will be requested at the Cabinet Meeting on 27th February 
but this is not preventing overall progress on the programme.  Initial indications are 
that repair will commence sometime during April 2018 with a 25 weeks contract 
period – which takes us through the summer months when weather conditions 
should be at their most favourable. 

As a result of the Riverside Development the car parks on Smith Street/Milton 
street area will be closed from 26th February 2018.

I met with Officers from Highways and Street Lighting in January to discuss a 
number of issues on behalf of members. Issues discussed included a request for 
‘No Right Turn’ markings on Oldham Road, signage for horses and riders, condition 
survey inspections and failure to return road markings on completion of schemes. 
We also discussed the Capital programme 2018-20 which has been circulated to all 
members and requested progress reports on outstanding township funded 
schemes. I was given the schedule of planned street lighting maintenance.

Environmental Management

Environmental issues continue to be high on the agenda for our residents’, this was 
raised in my meeting at Green Lane where we had discussions across a range of 
issues from alley-gates and residents responsibilities, dog fouling in parks, side 
waste and the process of reporting sites to the clean and green teams. I will be 
meeting regularly with the link officer for Rochdale Township to progress a number 
of schemes.

WW1 Project Group

I attended the above meeting in early February to look at the possibility of lighting 
the area of Broadfield Park, opposite Touchstones, in line with WW1 2018 
commemorations.



Rochdale Township Committee

The committee met on 7th February, due to the timing of Council I am unable to 
provide an update at this time but I shall ensure the meeting is reported at the first 
opportunity. Rochdale Township Action and Resources Committee will meet on 13th 
March, members will be asked to consider a number of grant applications from 
community groups, a road safety scheme, drainage repairs and improvements on 
the approach to Healey Dell.
Invention to Re-invention

I attended the above event at Number One Riverside that brought partners together 
to discuss the move towards becoming a more cooperative Borough. The event 
was really informative and very well attended, and I was pleased to see that there 
were a number of young people present who took part in the lively discussions.

Rochdale Town Hall & Town Hall Square

The HLF bid was submitted in December, the outcome is expected in April. There 
are plans for further works on the area in front of the Town Hall which would result 
in removal of the flower beds, and possibly the four lighting columns.

Town Centre Manager

I would like to welcome Paul Ambrose to his new role as Rochdale Town Centre 
Manager. I look forward to working with him as we move forward with the Riverside 
development and the wider town centre.

Off Road Bikes
I am pleased to report that Greater Manchester Police carried out an initiative on 
Rooley Moor on 28th January which resulted in four seizures and fourteen 
warnings. This issue is regularly raised at area forums across the township and I 
am pleased that some positive action has been taken.

River Roch, the Memorial Garden fountain and Packer Spout 
There has recently been a clean-up around the above location, a total of 30 bags of 
litter and rubbish from the grass and bushes were collected. 



Area Forums

The final round of area forums for 2017/18 are well underway, I will provide updates 
at the next meeting of Council.

Councillor Shaun O’Neill
Rochdale Township Chair

Thank you Mr. Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of 
the Council about these or any other matter relating to the Rochdale Township


